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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR EARLY SIGNAL
ATTENUATION DETECTION USING BLOOD
GLUCOSE MEASUREMENTS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/924,529 filed Jun. 21, 2013, now U.S.
Pat. No. 8,676,513, which is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/356,590 filed Jan. 23, 2012, now U.S.
Pat. No. 8,473,220, which is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/362,475 filed Jan. 29, 2009 now U.S.
Pat. No. 8,103,456, entitled “Method and Device for Early
Signal Attenuation Detection Using Blood Glucose Measure-
ments”, the disclosures of each of which are incorporated
herein by reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

The detection of the level of glucose or other analytes, such
as lactate, oxygen or the like, in certain individuals is vitally
important to their health. For example, the monitoring of
glucose is particularly important to individuals with diabetes.
Diabetics may need to monitor glucose levels to determine
when insulin is needed to reduce glucose levels in their bodies
or when additional glucose is needed to raise the level of
glucose in their bodies.

Devices have been developed for continuous or automatic
monitoring of analytes, such as glucose, in bodily fluid such
as in the blood stream or in interstitial fluid. Some of these
analyte measuring devices are configured so that at least a
portion of the devices are positioned below a skin surface of
auser, e.g., in a blood vessel or in the subcutaneous tissue of
a user.

Following the sensor insertion, the resulting potential
trauma to the skin and/or underlying tissue, for example, by
the sensor introducer and/or the sensor itself, may, at times,
result in instability of signals monitored by the sensor. This
may occur in a number of analyte sensors, but not in all cases.
This instability is characterized by a decrease in the sensor
signal, and when this occurs, generally, the analyte levels
monitored may not be reported, recorded or output to the user.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the subject disclosure include device and
methods of determining early signal attenuation (ESA) in
signals from analyte sensors. More specifically, embodiments
include method, device and system for receiving one or more
analyte sensor data, receiving a reference measurement value
associated with an analyte level, determining a sensitivity
parameter based on the received one or more analyte sensor
data and the reference measurement value, performing a
probability analysis based on prior analyte sensor data to
determine presence of signal attenuation, and generating an
output value based on the probability analysis.

Also provided are systems, computer program products,
and kits.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of a data
monitoring and management system according to the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of the
transmitter unit of the data monitoring and management sys-
tem of FIG. 1;
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FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of the
receiver/monitor unit of the data monitoring and management
system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 shows a schematic diagram of an embodiment of an
analyte sensor according to the present disclosure;

FIGS. 5A-5B show a perspective view and a cross sectional
view, respectively of an embodiment the analyte sensor of
FIG. 4,

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating analyte sensor ESA con-
dition determination in accordance with one aspect of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating probability of sensor sig-
nal attenuation determination of FIG. 6 in one aspect of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating probability of ESA condition
based on prior sensor data in accordance with one aspect of
the present disclosure; and

FIG. 9 illustrates probability distribution functions of an
analyte sensor in ESA condition and when not in ESA con-
dition based on sensor sensitivity in accordance with one
aspect of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Within the scope of the present disclosure, early signal
attenuation (ESA) which may be attributable to associated
instability of monitored analyte levels resulting from skin
and/or tissue trauma when the sensor is transcutaneously
positioned under the skin layer of a user may be determined
using prior sensor data and analysis based upon the prior data.

Before the present disclosure is described in additional
detail, it is to be understood that this disclosure is not limited
to particular embodiments described, as such may, of course,
vary. It is also to be understood that the terminology used
herein is for the purpose of describing particular embodi-
ments only, and is not intended to be limiting, since the scope
of'the present disclosure will be limited only by the appended
claims.

Where a range of values is provided, it is understood that
each intervening value, to the tenth of the unit of the lower
limit unless the context clearly dictates otherwise, between
the upper and lower limit of that range and any other stated or
intervening value in that stated range, is encompassed within
the disclosure. The upper and lower limits of these smaller
ranges may independently be included in the smaller ranges is
also encompassed within the disclosure, subject to any spe-
cifically excluded limit in the stated range. Where the stated
range includes one or both of the limits, ranges excluding
either or both of those included limits are also included in the
disclosure.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this disclosure
belongs. Although any methods and materials similar or
equivalent to those described herein can also be used in the
practice or testing of the present disclosure, the preferred
methods and materials are now described. All publications
mentioned herein are incorporated herein by reference to
disclose and describe the methods and/or materials in con-
nection with which the publications are cited.

It must be noted that as used herein and in the appended
claims, the singular forms “a”, “an”, and “the” include plural
referents unless the context clearly dictates otherwise.

The publications discussed herein are provided solely for
their disclosure prior to the filing date of the present applica-
tion. Nothing herein is to be construed as an admission that
the present disclosure is not entitled to antedate such publi-
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cation by virtue of prior disclosure. Further, the dates of
publication provided may be different from the actual publi-
cation dates which may need to be independently confirmed.

As will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon reading
this disclosure, each of the individual embodiments described
and illustrated herein has discrete components and features
which may be readily separated from or combined with the
features of any of the other several embodiments without
departing from the scope or spirit of the present disclosure.

The figures shown herein are not necessarily drawn to
scale, with some components and features being exaggerated
for clarity.

Generally, embodiments of the present disclosure relate to
methods and devices for detecting at least one analyte such as
glucose in body fluid. In certain embodiments, the present
disclosure relates to the continuous and/or automatic in vivo
monitoring of the level of an analyte using an analyte sensor.

Accordingly, embodiments include analyte monitoring
devices and systems that include an analyte sensor—at least a
portion of which is positionable beneath the skin of'the user—
for the in vivo detection, of an analyte, such as glucose,
lactate, and the like, in a body fluid. Embodiments include
wholly implantable analyte sensors and analyte sensors in
which only a portion of the sensor is positioned under the skin
and a portion of the sensor resides above the skin, e.g., for
contact to a transmitter, receiver, transceiver, processor, etc.
The sensor may be, for example, subcutaneously positionable
in a patient for the continuous or periodic monitoring of a
level of an analyte in a patient’s interstitial fluid. For the
purposes of this description, continuous monitoring and peri-
odic monitoring will be used interchangeably, unless noted
otherwise. The analyte level may be correlated and/or con-
verted to analyte levels in blood or other fluids. In certain
embodiments, an analyte sensor may be positioned in contact
with interstitial fluid to detect the level of glucose, which
detected glucose may be used to infer the glucose level in the
patient’s bloodstream. Analyte sensors may be insertable into
a vein, artery, or other portion of the body containing fluid.
Embodiments of the analyte sensors of the subject disclosure
may be configured for monitoring the level of the analyte over
a time period which may range from minutes, hours, days,
weeks, or longer.

Of interest are analyte sensors, such as glucose sensors,
that are capable of in vivo detection of an analyte for about
one hour or more, e.g., about a few hours or more, e.g., about
a few days or more, e.g., about three days or more, e.g., about
five days or more, e.g., about seven days or more, e.g., about
several weeks or at least one month. Future analyte levels may
be predicted based on information obtained, e.g., the current
analyte level at time t,, the rate of change of the analyte, etc.
Predictive alarms may notify the user of predicted analyte
levels that may be of concern prior in advance of the analyte
level reaching the future level. This enables the user an oppor-
tunity to take corrective action.

FIG. 1 shows a data monitoring and management system
such as, for example, an analyte (e.g., glucose) monitoring
system 100 in accordance with certain embodiments.
Embodiments of the subject disclosure are further described
primarily with respect to glucose monitoring devices and
systems, and methods of glucose detection, for convenience
only and such description is in no way intended to limit the
scope of the disclosure. It is to be understood that the analyte
monitoring system may be configured to monitor a variety of
analytes at the same time or at different times.

Analytes that may be monitored include, but are not limited
to, acetyl choline, amylase, bilirubin, cholesterol, chorionic
gonadotropin, creatine kinase (e.g., CK-MB), creatine, DNA,
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fructosamine, glucose, glutamine, growth hormones, hor-
mones, ketones, lactate, peroxide, prostate-specific antigen,
prothrombin, RNA, thyroid stimulating hormone, and tropo-
nin. The concentration of drugs, such as, for example, antibi-
otics (e.g., gentamicin, vancomycin, and the like), digitoxin,
digoxin, drugs of abuse, theophylline, and warfarin, may also
be monitored. In those embodiments that monitor more than
one analyte, the analytes may be monitored at the same or
different times.

The analyte monitoring system 100 includes a sensor 101,
a data processing unit 102 connectable to the sensor 101, and
aprimary receiver unit 104 which is configured to communi-
cate with the data processing unit 102 via a communication
link 103. In certain embodiments, the primary receiver unit
104 may be further configured to transmit data to a data
processing terminal 105 to evaluate or otherwise process or
format data received by the primary receiver unit 104. The
data processing terminal 105 may be configured to receive
data directly from the data processing unit 102 via a commu-
nication link which may optionally be configured for bi-
directional communication. Further, the data processing unit
102 may include a transmitter or a transceiver to transmit
and/or receive data to and/or from the primary receiver unit
104, the data processing terminal 105 or optionally the sec-
ondary receiver unit 106.

Also shown in FIG. 1 is an optional secondary receiver unit
106 which is operatively coupled to the communication link
and configured to receive data transmitted from the data pro-
cessing unit 102. The secondary receiver unit 106 may be
configured to communicate with the primary receiver unit
104, as well as the data processing terminal 105. The second-
ary receiver unit 106 may be configured for bi-directional
wireless communication with each of the primary receiver
unit 104 and the data processing terminal 105. As discussed in
further detail below, in certain embodiments the secondary
receiver unit 106 may be a de-featured receiver as compared
to the primary receiver, i.e., the secondary receiver may
include alimited or minimal number of functions and features
as compared with the primary receiver unit 104. As such, the
secondary receiver unit 106 may include a smaller (in one or
more, including all, dimensions), compact housing or embod-
ied in a device such as a wrist watch, arm band, etc., for
example. Alternatively, the secondary receiver unit 106 may
be configured with the same or substantially similar functions
and features as the primary receiver unit 104. The secondary
receiver unit 106 may include a docking portion to be mated
with a docking cradle unit for placement by, e.g., the bedside
for night time monitoring, and/or bi-directional communica-
tion device.

Only one sensor 101, data processing unit 102 and data
processing terminal 105 are shown in the embodiment of the
analyte monitoring system 100 illustrated in FIG. 1. How-
ever, it will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art
that the analyte monitoring system 100 may include more
than one sensor 101 and/or more than one data processing unit
102, and/or more than one data processing terminal 105.
Multiple sensors may be positioned in a patient for analyte
monitoring at the same or different times. In certain embodi-
ments, analyte information obtained by a first positioned
sensor may be employed as a comparison to analyte informa-
tion obtained by a second sensor. This may be useful to
confirm or validate analyte information obtained from one or
both of the sensors. Such redundancy may be useful if analyte
information is contemplated in critical therapy-related deci-
sions. In certain embodiments, a first sensor may be used to
calibrate a second sensor.
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The analyte monitoring system 100 may be a continuous
monitoring system, or semi-continuous, or a discrete moni-
toring system. In a multi-component environment, each com-
ponent may be configured to be uniquely identified by one or
more of the other components in the system so that commu-
nication conflict may be readily resolved between the various
components within the analyte monitoring system 100. For
example, unique IDs, communication channels, and the like,
may be used.

In certain embodiments, the sensor 101 is physically posi-
tioned in or on the body of a user whose analyte level is being
monitored. The sensor 101 may be configured to at least
periodically sample the analyte level of the user and convert
the sampled analyte level into a corresponding signal for
transmission by the data processing unit 102. The data pro-
cessing unit 102 is coupleable to the sensor 101 so that both
devices are positioned in or on the user’s body, with at least a
portion of the analyte sensor 101 positioned transcutane-
ously. The data processing unit 102 performs data processing
functions, where such functions may include but are not lim-
ited to, filtering and encoding of data signals, each of which
corresponds to a sampled analyte level of the user, for trans-
mission to the primary receiver unit 104 via the communica-
tion link 103. In one embodiment, the sensor 101 or the data
processing unit 102 or a combined sensor/data processing
unit may be wholly implantable under the skin layer of the
user.

In one aspect, the primary receiver unit 104 may include an
analog interface section including an RF receiver and an
antenna that is configured to communicate with the data pro-
cessing unit 102 via the communication link 103, data pro-
cessing unit 102 and a data processing section for processing
the received data from the data processing unit 102 such as
data decoding, error detection and correction, data clock gen-
eration, and/or data bit recovery.

In operation, the primary receiver unit 104 in certain
embodiments is configured to synchronize with the data pro-
cessing unit 102 to uniquely identify the data processing unit
102, based on, for example, an identification information of
the data processing unit 102, and thereafter, to periodically
receive signals transmitted from the data processing unit 102
associated with the monitored analyte levels detected by the
sensor 101.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the data processing terminal 105
may include a personal computer, a portable computer such as
a laptop or a handheld device (e.g., personal digital assistants
(PDAs), telephone such as a cellular phone (e.g., a multime-
dia and Internet-enabled mobile phone such as an iPhone or
similar phone), mp3 player, pager, and the like), drug delivery
device, each of which may be configured for data communi-
cation with the receiver via a wired or a wireless connection.
Additionally, the data processing terminal 105 may further be
connected to a data network (not shown) for storing, retriev-
ing, updating, and/or analyzing data corresponding to the
detected analyte level of the user.

The data processing terminal 105 may include an infusion
device such as an insulin infusion pump or the like, which
may be configured to administer insulin to patients, and
which may be configured to communicate with the primary
receiver unit 104 for receiving, among others, the measured
analyte level. Alternatively, the primary receiver unit 104 may
be configured to integrate an infusion device therein so that
the primary receiver unit 104 is configured to administer
insulin (or other appropriate drug) therapy to patients, for
example, for administering and moditying basal profiles, as
well as for determining appropriate boluses for administra-
tion based on, among others, the detected analyte levels
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received from the data processing unit 102. An infusion
device may be an external device or an internal device
(wholly implantable in a user).

In particular embodiments, the data processing terminal
105, which may include an insulin pump, may be configured
to receive the analyte signals from the data processing unit
102, and thus, incorporate the functions of the primary
receiver unit 104 including data processing for managing the
patient’s insulin therapy and analyte monitoring. In certain
embodiments, the communication link 103 as well as one or
more of the other communication interfaces shown in FIG. 1
may use one or more of an RF communication protocol, an
infrared communication protocol, a Bluetooth® enabled
communication protocol, an 802.11x wireless communica-
tion protocol, or an equivalent wireless communication pro-
tocol which would allow secure, wireless communication of
several units (for example, per HIPAA requirements) while
avoiding potential data collision and interference.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the data processing unit of the
data monitoring and detection system shown in FIG. 1 in
accordance with certain embodiments. The data processing
unit 102 thus may include one or more of an analog interface
201 configured to communicate with the sensor 101 (FIG. 1),
a user input 202, and a temperature detection section 203,
each of which is operatively coupled to a transmitter proces-
sor 204 such as a central processing unit (CPU). The trans-
mitter may include user input and/or interface components or
may be free of user input and/or interface components.

Further shown in FIG. 2 are serial communication section
205 and an RF transmitter 206, each of which is also opera-
tively coupled to the transmitter processor 204. Moreover, a
power supply 207, such as a battery, may also be provided in
the data processing unit 102 to provide the necessary power
for the data processing unit 102. Additionally, as can be seen
from the Figure, clock 208 may be provided to, among others,
supply real time information to the transmitter processor 204.

As can be seen in the embodiment of FIG. 2, the sensor unit
101 (FIG. 1) includes four contacts, three of which are elec-
trodes—work electrode (W) 210, guard contact (G) 211, ref-
erence electrode (R) 212, and counter electrode (C) 213, each
operatively coupled to the analog interface 201 of the data
processing unit 102. In certain embodiments, each of the
work electrode (W) 210, guard contact (G) 211, reference
electrode (R) 212, and counter electrode (C) 213 may be
made using a conductive material that may be applied by, e.g.,
chemical vapor deposition (CVD), physical vapor deposition,
sputtering, reactive sputtering, printing, coating, ablating
(e.g., laser ablation), painting, dip coating, etching, and the
like. Materials include but are not limited to aluminum, car-
bon (such as graphite), cobalt, copper, gallium, gold, indium,
iridium, iron, lead, magnesium, mercury (as an amalgam),
nickel, niobium, osmium, palladium, platinum, rhenium,
rhodium, selenium, silicon (e.g., doped polycrystalline sili-
con), silver, tantalum, tin, titanium, tungsten, uranium, vana-
dium, zinc, zirconium, mixtures thereof, and alloys, oxides,
or metallic compounds of these elements.

The processor 204 may be configured to generate and/or
process control signals to the various sections of the data
processing unit 102 during the operation of the data process-
ing unit 102. In certain embodiments, the processor 204 also
includes memory (not shown) for storing data such as the
identification information for the data processing unit 102, as
well as the data associated with signals received from the
sensor 101. The stored information may be retrieved and
processed for transmission to the primary receiver unit 104
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under the control of the processor 204. Furthermore, the
power supply 207 may include a commercially available bat-
tery.

In certain embodiments, a manufacturing process of the
data processing unit 102 may place the data processing unit
102 in the lower power, non-operating state (i.e., post-manu-
facture sleep mode). In this manner, the shelf life of the data
processing unit 102 may be significantly improved. More-
over, as shown in FIG. 2, while the power supply unit 207 is
shown as coupled to the processor 204, and as such, the
processor 204 is configured to provide control of the power
supply unit 207, it should be noted that within the scope of the
present disclosure, the power supply unit 207 is configured to
provide the necessary power to each of the components of the
data processing unit 102 shown in FIG. 2.

Referring back to FIG. 2, the power supply section 207 of
the data processing unit 102 in one embodiment may include
a rechargeable battery unit that may be recharged by a sepa-
rate power supply recharging unit (for example, provided in
the receiver unit 104) so that the data processing unit 102 may
be powered for a longer period of usage time. In certain
embodiments, the data processing unit 102 may be configured
without a battery in the power supply section 207, in which
case the data processing unit 102 may be configured to
receive power from an external power supply source (for
example, a battery, electrical outlet, etc.) as discussed in
further detail below.

Referring yet again to FIG. 2, a temperature detection
section 203 of the data processing unit 102 is configured to
monitor the temperature of the skin near the sensor insertion
site. The temperature reading may be used to adjust the ana-
lyte readings obtained from the analog interface 201. Also
shown is a leak detection circuit 214 coupled to the guard
trace (G) 211 and the processor 204 in the data processing unit
102 of the data monitoring and management system 100. The
leak detection circuit 214 may be configured to detect leakage
current in the sensor 101 to determine whether the measured
sensor data are corrupt or whether the measured data from the
sensor 101 is accurate. Such detection may trigger a notifica-
tion to the user.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the receiver/monitor unit such
as the primary receiver unit 104 of the data monitoring and
management system shown in FIG. 1 in accordance with
certain embodiments. The primary receiver unit 104 includes
one or more of: a blood glucose test strip interface 301, an RF
receiver 302, an input 303, a temperature detection section
304, and a clock 305, each of which is operatively coupled to
a processing and storage section 307. The primary receiver
unit 104 also includes a power supply 306 operatively
coupled to a power conversion and monitoring section 308.
Further, the power conversion and monitoring section 308 is
also coupled to the receiver processor 307. Moreover, also
shown are a receiver serial communication section 309, and
an output 310, each operatively coupled to the processing and
storage unit 307. The receiver may include user input and/or
interface components or may be free of user input and/or
interface components.

In certain embodiments, the test strip interface 301
includes a glucose level testing portion to receive a blood (or
other body fluid sample) glucose test or information related
thereto. For example, the interface may include a test strip
port to receive a glucose test strip. The device may determine
the glucose level of the test strip, and optionally display (or
otherwise notice) the glucose level on the output 310 of the
primary receiver unit 104. Any suitable test strip may be
employed, e.g., test strips that only require a very small
amount (e.g., one microliter or less, e.g., 0.5 microliter or less,
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e.g., 0.1 microliter or less), of applied sample to the strip in
order to obtain accurate glucose information, e.g. FreeStyle®
blood glucose test strips from Abbott Diabetes Care, Inc.
Glucose information obtained by the in vitro glucose testing
device may be used for a variety of purposes, computations,
etc. For example, the information may be used to calibrate
sensor 101, confirm results of the sensor 101 to increase the
confidence thereof (e.g., in instances in which information
obtained by sensor 101 is employed in therapy related deci-
sions), etc.

In one aspect, the RF receiver 302 is configured to com-
municate, via the communication link 103 (FIG. 1) with the
RF transmitter 206 of the data processing unit 102, to receive
encoded data from the data processing unit 102 for, among
others, signal mixing, demodulation, and other data process-
ing. The input 303 of the primary receiver unit 104 is config-
ured to allow the user to enter information into the primary
receiver unit 104 as needed. In one aspect, the input 303 may
include keys of a keypad, a touch-sensitive screen, and/or a
voice-activated input command unit, and the like. The tem-
perature monitor section 304 may be configured to provide
temperature information of the primary receiver unit 104 to
the processing and control section 307, while the clock 305
provides, among others, real time or clock information to the
processing and storage section 307.

Each of the various components of the primary receiver
unit 104 shown in FIG. 3 is powered by the power supply 306
(or other power supply) which, in certain embodiments,
includes a battery. Furthermore, the power conversion and
monitoring section 308 is configured to monitor the power
usage by the various components in the primary receiver unit
104 for effective power management and may alert the user,
for example, in the event of power usage which renders the
primary receiver unit 104 in sub-optimal operating condi-
tions. The serial communication section 309 in the primary
receiver unit 104 is configured to provide a bi-directional
communication path from the testing and/or manufacturing
equipment for, among others, initialization, testing, and con-
figuration of the primary receiver unit 104. Serial communi-
cation section 309 can also be used to upload data to a com-
puter, such as time-stamped blood glucose data. The
communication link with an external device (not shown) can
be made, for example, by cable (such as USB or serial cable),
infrared (IR) or RF link. The output/display 310 of the pri-
mary receiver unit 104 is configured to provide, among oth-
ers, a graphical user interface (GUI), and may include a liquid
crystal display (LCD) for displaying information. Addition-
ally, the output/display 310 may also include an integrated
speaker for outputting audible signals as well as to provide
vibration output as commonly found in handheld electronic
devices, such as mobile telephones, pagers, etc. In certain
embodiments, the primary receiver unit 104 also includes an
electro-luminescent lamp configured to provide backlighting
to the output 310 for output visual display in dark ambient
surroundings.

Referring back to FIG. 3, the primary receiver unit 104 may
also include a storage section such as a programmable, non-
volatile memory device as part of the processor 307, or pro-
vided separately in the primary receiver unit 104, operatively
coupled to the processor 307. The processor 307 may be
configured to perform Manchester decoding (or other proto-
col(s)) as well as error detection and correction upon the
encoded data received from the data processing unit 102 via
the communication link 103.

In further embodiments, the data processing unit 102 and/
or the primary receiver unit 104 and/or the secondary receiver
unit 106, and/or the data processing terminal/infusion section
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105 may be configured to receive the blood glucose value
wirelessly over a communication link from, for example, a
blood glucose meter. In further embodiments, a user manipu-
lating or using the analyte monitoring system 100 (FIG. 1)
may manually input the blood glucose value using, for
example, a user interface (for example, a keyboard, keypad,
voice commands, and the like) incorporated in the one or
more of the data processing unit 102, the primary receiver unit
104, secondary receiver unit 106, or the data processing ter-
minal/infusion section 105.

Additional detailed descriptions of embodiments of the
continuous analyte monitoring system, embodiments of its
various components are provided in U.S. Pat. No. 6,175,752
issued Jan. 16,2001 entitled “Analyte Monitoring Device and
Methods of Use”, and in application Ser. No. 10/745,878 filed
Dec. 26, 2003 entitled “Continuous Glucose Monitoring Sys-
tem and Methods of Use”, each assigned to the Assignee of
the present application, and the disclosure of each of which
are incorporated herein by reference for all purposes.

FIG. 4 schematically shows an embodiment of an analyte
sensor in accordance with the present disclosure. The sensor
400 includes electrodes 401, 402 and 403 on a base 404. The
sensor may be wholly implantable in a user or may be con-
figured so that only a portion is positioned within (internal) a
user and another portion outside (external) a user. For
example, the sensor 400 may include a portion positionable
above a surface of the skin 410, and a portion positioned
below the skin. In such embodiments, the external portion
may include contacts (connected to respective electrodes of
the second portion by traces) to connect to another device also
external to the user such as a transmitter unit. While the
embodiment of FIG. 4 shows three electrodes side-by-side on
the same surface of base 404, other configurations are con-
templated, e.g., fewer or greater electrodes, some or all elec-
trodes on different surfaces of the base or present on another
base, some or all electrodes stacked together, electrodes of
differing materials and dimensions, etc.

FIG. 5A shows a perspective view of an embodiment of an
electrochemical analyte sensor 500 having a first portion
(which in this embodiment may be characterized as a major
portion) positionable above a surface of the skin 510, and a
second portion (which in this embodiment may be character-
ized as a minor portion) that includes an insertion tip 530
positionable below the skin, e.g., penetrating through the skin
and into, e.g., the subcutaneous space 520, in contact with the
user’s biofluid such as interstitial fluid. Contact portions of a
working electrode 501, a reference electrode 502, and a
counter electrode 503 are positioned on the portion of the
sensor 500 situated above the skin surface 510. Working
electrode 501, a reference electrode 502, and a counter elec-
trode 503 are shown at the second section and particularly at
the insertion tip 530. Traces may be provided from the elec-
trode at the tip to the contact, as shown in FIG. 5A. It is to be
understood that greater or fewer electrodes may be provided
onasensor. For example, a sensor may include more than one
working electrode and/or the counter and reference elec-
trodes may be a single counter/reference electrode, etc.

FIG. 5B shows a cross sectional view of a portion of the
sensor 500 of FIG. 5A. The electrodes 510, 502 and 503, of
the sensor 500 as well as the substrate and the dielectric layers
are provided in a layered configuration or construction. For
example, as shown in FIG. 5B, in one aspect, the sensor 500
(such as the sensor unit 101 FIG. 1), includes a substrate layer
504, and a first conducting layer 501 such as carbon, gold,
etc., disposed on at least a portion of the substrate layer 504,
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and which may provide the working electrode. Also shown
disposed on at least a portion of the first conducting layer 501
is a sensing layer 508.

Referring back to FIG. 5B, a first insulation layer such as a
first dielectric layer 505 is disposed or layered on at least a
portion of the first conducting layer 501, and further, a second
conducting layer 509 may be disposed or stacked on top of at
least a portion of the first insulation layer (or dielectric layer)
505. As shown in FIG. 5B, the second conducting layer 509
may provide the reference electrode 502, and in one aspect,
may include a layer of silver/silver chloride (Ag/AgCl), gold,
etc.

Referring still again to FIG. 5B, a second insulation layer
506 such as a dielectric layer in one embodiment may be
disposed or layered on at least a portion of the second con-
ducting layer 509. Further, a third conducting layer 503 may
provide the counter electrode 503. It may be disposed on at
least a portion of the second insulation layer 506. Finally, a
third insulation layer may be disposed or layered on at least a
portion of the third conducting layer 503. In this manner, the
sensor 500 may be layered such that at least a portion of each
of the conducting layers is separated by a respective insula-
tion layer (for example, a dielectric layer).

The embodiment of FIGS. 5A and 5B show the layers
having different lengths. Some or all of the layers may have
the same or different lengths and/or widths.

In certain embodiments, some or all of the electrodes 501,
502, 503 may be provided on the same side of the substrate
504 in the layered construction as described above, or alter-
natively, may be provided in a co-planar manner such that two
or more electrodes may be positioned on the same plane (e.g.,
side-by side (e.g., parallel) or angled relative to each other) on
the substrate 504. For example, co-planar electrodes may
include a suitable spacing there between and/or include
dielectric material or insulation material disposed between
the conducting layers/electrodes. Furthermore, in certain
embodiments one or more of the electrodes 501, 502, 503
may be disposed on opposing sides of the substrate 504. In
such embodiments, contact pads may be on the same or
different sides of the substrate. For example, an electrode may
be on a first side and its respective contact may be on a second
side, e.g., a trace connecting the electrode and the contact may
traverse through the substrate.

In certain embodiments, the data processing unit 102 may
be configured to perform sensor insertion detection and data
quality analysis, information pertaining to which may also
transmitted to the primary receiver unit 104 periodically at the
predetermined time interval. In turn, the receiver unit 104
may be configured to perform, for example, skin temperature
compensation/correction as well as calibration of the sensor
data received from the data processing unit 102.

As noted above, analyte sensors may include an analyte-
responsive enzyme in a sensing layer. Some analytes, such as
oxygen, can be directly electrooxidized or electroreduced on
a sensor, and more specifically at least on a working electrode
of a sensor. Other analytes, such as glucose and lactate,
require the presence of at least one electron transfer agent
and/or at least one catalyst to facilitate the electrooxidation or
electroreduction of the analyte. Catalysts may also be used for
those analytes, such as oxygen, that can be directly elec-
trooxidized or electroreduced on the working electrode. For
these analytes, each working electrode includes a sensing
layer (see for example sensing layer 508 of FIG. 5B) formed
proximate to or on a surface of a working electrode. In many
embodiments, a sensing layer is formed near or on only a
small portion of at least a working electrode.
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A variety of different sensing layer configurations may be
used. In certain embodiments, the sensing layer is deposited
on the conductive material of a working electrode. The sens-
ing layer may extend beyond the conductive material of the
working electrode. In some cases, the sensing layer may also
extend over other electrodes, e.g., over the counter electrode
and/or reference electrode (or counter/reference is provided).
The sensing layer may be integral with the material of an
electrode.

A sensing layer that is in direct contact with the working
electrode may contain an electron transfer agent to transfer
electrons directly or indirectly between the analyte and the
working electrode, and/or a catalyst to facilitate a reaction of
the analyte.

A sensing layer that is not in direct contact with the work-
ing electrode may include a catalyst that facilitates a reaction
of'the analyte. However, such sensing layers may not include
an electron transfer agent that transfers electrons directly
from the working electrode to the analyte, as the sensing layer
is spaced apart from the working electrode. One example of
this type of sensor is a glucose or lactate sensor which
includes an enzyme (e.g., glucose oxidase, glucose dehydro-
genase, lactate oxidase, and the like) in the sensing layer. The
glucose or lactate may react with a second compound in the
presence of the enzyme. The second compound may then be
electrooxidized or electroreduced at the electrode. Changes
in the signal at the electrode indicate changes in the level of
the second compound in the fluid and are proportional to
changes in glucose or lactate level and, thus, correlate to the
analyte level.

In certain embodiments which include more than one
working electrode, one or more of the working electrodes do
not have a corresponding sensing layer, or have a sensing
layer which does not contain one or more components (e.g.,
an electron transfer agent and/or catalyst) needed to electro-
lyze the analyte. Thus, the signal at this working electrode
corresponds to background signal which may be removed
from the analyte signal obtained from one or more other
working electrodes that are associated with fully-functional
sensing layers by, for example, subtracting the signal.

In certain embodiments, the sensing layer includes one or
more electron transfer agents. Electron transfer agents that
may be employed are electroreducible and electrooxidizable
ions or molecules having redox potentials that are a few
hundred millivolts above or below the redox potential of the
standard calomel electrode (SCE). The electron transfer agent
may be organic, organometallic, or inorganic.

In certain embodiments, electron transfer agents have
structures or charges which prevent or substantially reduce
the diffusional loss of the electron transfer agent during the
period of time that the sample is being analyzed. For example,
electron transfer agents include but are not limited to a redox
species, e.g., bound to a polymer which can in turn be dis-
posed on or near the working electrode. The bond between the
redox species and the polymer may be covalent, coordinative,
or ionic. Although any organic or organometallic redox spe-
cies may be bound to a polymer and used as an electron
transfer agent, in certain embodiments the redox species is a
transition metal compound or complex, e.g., osmium, ruthe-
nium, iron, and cobalt compounds or complexes. It will be
recognized that many redox species described for use with a
polymeric component may also be used, without a polymeric
component.

One type of polymeric electron transfer agent contains a
redox species covalently bound in a polymeric composition.
An example of this type of mediator is poly(vinylferrocene).
Another type of electron transfer agent contains an ionically-
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bound redox species. This type of mediator may include a
charged polymer coupled to an oppositely charged redox
species. Examples of this type of mediator include a nega-
tively charged polymer coupled to a positively charged redox
species such as an osmium or ruthenium polypyridyl cation.
Another example of an ionically-bound mediator is a posi-
tively charged polymer such as quaternized poly(4-vinyl
pyridine) or poly(1-vinyl imidazole) coupled to a negatively
charged redox species such as ferricyanide or ferrocyanide. In
other embodiments, electron transfer agents include a redox
species coordinatively bound to a polymer. For example, the
mediator may be formed by coordination of an osmium or
cobalt 2,2'-bipyridyl complex to poly(1-vinyl imidazole) or
poly(4-vinyl pyridine).

Suitable electron transfer agents are osmium transition
metal complexes with one or more ligands, each ligand hav-
ing a nitrogen-containing heterocycle such as 2,2'-bipyridine,
1,10-phenanthroline, or derivatives thereof. The electron
transfer agents may also have one or more ligands covalently
bound in a polymer, each ligand having at least one nitrogen-
containing heterocycle, such as pyridine, imidazole, or
derivatives thereof. The present disclosure may employ elec-
tron transfer agents have a redox potential ranging from about
-100 mV to about +150 mV versus the standard calomel
electrode (SCE), e.g., ranges from about -100 mV to about
+150 mV, e.g., ranges from about -50 mV to about +50 mV,
e.g., electron transfer agents have osmium redox centers and
a redox potential ranging from +50 mV to =150 mV versus
SCE.

The sensing layer may also include a catalyst which is
capable of catalyzing a reaction of the analyte. The catalyst
may also, in some embodiments, act as an electron transfer
agent. One example of a suitable catalyst is an enzyme which
catalyzes a reaction of the analyte. For example, a catalyst,
such as a glucose oxidase, glucose dehydrogenase (e.g., pyr-
roloquinoline quinone glucose dehydrogenase (PQQ)), or
oligosaccharide dehydrogenase, may be used when the ana-
lyte of interest is glucose. A lactate oxidase or lactate dehy-
drogenase may be used when the analyte of interest is lactate.
Laccase may be used when the analyte of interest is oxygen or
when oxygen is generated or consumed in response to a
reaction of the analyte.

In certain embodiments, a catalyst may be attached to a
polymer, cross linking the catalyst with another electron
transfer agent (which, as described above, may be poly-
meric). A second catalyst may also be used in certain embodi-
ments. This second catalyst may be used to catalyze a reaction
of'a product compound resulting from the catalyzed reaction
of'the analyte. The second catalyst may operate with an elec-
tron transfer agent to electrolyze the product compound to
generate a signal at the working electrode. Alternatively, a
second catalyst may be provided in an interferent-eliminating
layer to catalyze reactions that remove interferents.

Certain embodiments include a Wired Enzyme™ sensing
layer that works at a gentle oxidizing potential, e.g., a poten-
tial of about +40 mV. This sensing layer uses an osmium
(Os)-based mediator designed for low potential operation and
is stably anchored in a polymeric layer. Accordingly, in cer-
tain embodiments the sensing element is a redox active com-
ponent that includes (1) Osmium-based mediator molecules
attached by stable (bidente) ligands anchored to a polymeric
backbone, and (2) glucose oxidase enzyme molecules. These
two constituents are crosslinked together.

A mass transport limiting layer (not shown), e.g., an ana-
lyte flux modulating layer, may be included with the sensor to
act as a diffusion-limiting barrier to reduce the rate of mass
transport of the analyte, for example, glucose or lactate, into
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the region around the working electrodes. The mass transport
limiting layers are useful in limiting the flux of an analyte to
a working electrode in an electrochemical sensor so that the
sensor is linearly responsive over a large range of analyte
concentrations and is easily calibrated. Mass transport limit-
ing layers may include polymers and may be biocompatible.
A mass transport limiting layer may serve many functions,
e.g., functionalities of a biocompatible layer and/or interfer-
ent-eliminating layer may be provided by the mass transport
limiting layer.

In certain embodiments, a mass transport limiting layer is
a membrane composed of crosslinked polymers containing
heterocyclic nitrogen groups, such as polymers of polyvi-
nylpyridine and polyvinylimidazole. Electrochemical sen-
sors equipped with such membranes have considerable sen-
sitivity and stability, and a large signal-to-noise ratio, in a
variety of conditions.

According to certain embodiments, a membrane is formed
by crosslinking in situ a polymer, modified with a zwitterionic
moiety, a non-pyridine copolymer component, and optionally
another moiety that is either hydrophilic or hydrophobic,
and/or has other desirable properties, in an alcohol-buffer
solution. The modified polymer may be made from a precur-
sor polymer containing heterocyclic nitrogen groups. Option-
ally, hydrophilic or hydrophobic modifiers may be used to
“fine-tune” the permeability of the resulting membrane to an
analyte of interest. Optional hydrophilic modifiers, such as
poly(ethylene glycol), hydroxyl or polyhydroxyl modifiers,
may be used to enhance the biocompatibility of the polymer
or the resulting membrane.

Abiocompatible layer (not shown) may be provided over at
least that portion of the sensor which is subcutaneously
inserted into the patient. The biocompatible layer may be
incorporated in the interferent-eliminating layer or in the
mass transport limiting layer or may be a separate layer. The
layer may prevent the penetration of large biomolecules into
the electrodes. The biocompatible layer may also prevent
protein adhesion to the sensor, formation of blood clots, and
other undesirable interactions between the sensor and body.
For example, a sensor may be completely or partially covered
on its exterior with a biocompatible coating.

An interferent-eliminating layer (not shown) may be
included in the sensor. The interferent-eliminating layer may
be incorporated in the biocompatible layer or in the mass
transport limiting layer or may be a separate layer. Interfer-
ents are molecules or other species that are electroreduced or
electrooxidized at the electrode, either directly or via an elec-
tron transfer agent, to produce a false signal. In one embodi-
ment, a film or membrane prevents the penetration of one or
more interferents into the region around the working elec-
trode. In many embodiments, this type of interferent-elimi-
nating layer is much less permeable to one or more of the
interferents than to the analyte. An interferent-eliminating
layer may include ionic components to reduce the permeabil-
ity of the interferent-eliminating layer to ionic interferents
having the same charge as the ionic components. Another
example of an interferent-eliminating layer includes a cata-
lyst for catalyzing a reaction which removes interferents.

A sensor may also include an active agent such as an
anticlotting and/or antiglycolytic agent(s) disposed on at least
a portion of a sensor that is positioned in a user. An anticlot-
ting agent may reduce or eliminate the clotting of blood or
other body fluid around the sensor, particularly after insertion
of the sensor. Blood clots may foul the sensor or irreproduc-
ibly reduce the amount of analyte which diffuses into the
sensor. Examples of useful anticlotting agents include hep-
arin and tissue plasminogen activator (TPA), as well as other
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known anticlotting agents. Embodiments may include an
antiglycolytic agent or precursor thereof. The term “antigly-
colytic” is used broadly herein to include any substance that
at least retards glucose consumption of living cells.

Sensors described herein may be configured to require no
system calibration or no user calibration. For example, a
sensor may be factory calibrated and need not require further
calibrating. In certain embodiments, calibration may be
required, but may be done without user intervention, i.e., may
be automatic. In those embodiments in which calibration by
the user is required, the calibration may be according to a
predetermined schedule or may be dynamic, i.e., the time for
which may be determined by the system on a real-time basis
according to various factors. Calibration may be accom-
plished using an in vitro test strip or other calibrator, e.g., a
small sample test strip such as a test strip that requires less
than about 1 microliter of sample (for example FreeStyle®
blood glucose monitoring test strips from Abbott Diabetes
Care, Inc). For example, test strips that require less than about
1 nanoliter of sample may be used. In certain embodiments, a
sensor may be calibrated using only one sample of body fluid
per calibration event. For example, a user need only lance a
body part one time to obtain sample for a calibration event
(e.g., for a test strip), or may lance more than one time within
a short period of time if an insufficient volume of sample is
obtained firstly. Embodiments include obtaining and using
multiple samples of body fluid for a given calibration event,
where glucose values of each sample are substantially similar.
Data obtained from a given calibration event may be used
independently to calibrate or combined with data obtained
from previous calibration events, e.g., averaged including
weighted averaged, filtered and the like, to calibrate.

An analyte system may include an optional alarm system
that, e.g., based on information from a processor, warns the
patient of a potentially detrimental condition of the analyte.
For example, if glucose is the analyte, an alarm system may
warn a user of conditions such as hypoglycemia and/or hyper-
glycemia and/or impending hypoglycemia, and/or impending
hyperglycemia. An alarm system may be triggered when ana-
lyte levels reach or exceed a threshold value. An alarm system
may also, or alternatively, be activated when the rate of
change or acceleration of the rate of change in analyte level
increase or decrease, reaches or exceeds a threshold rate or
acceleration. For example, in the case of a glucose monitoring
system, an alarm system may be activated if the rate of change
in glucose concentration exceeds a threshold value which
might indicate that a hyperglycemic or hypoglycemic condi-
tion is likely to occur. A system may also include system
alarms that notify a user of system information such as battery
condition, calibration, sensor dislodgment, sensor malfunc-
tion, etc. Alarms may be, for example, auditory and/or visual.
Other sensory-stimulating alarm systems may be used includ-
ing alarm systems which heat, cool, vibrate, or produce amild
electrical shock when activated.

The subject disclosure also includes sensors used in sen-
sor-based drug delivery systems. The system may provide a
drug to counteract the high or low level of the analyte in
response to the signals from one or more sensors. Alterna-
tively, the system may monitor the drug concentration to
ensure that the drug remains within a desired therapeutic
range. The drug delivery system may include one or more
(e.g., tWo or more) sensors, a transmitter, a receiver/display
unit, and a drug administration system. In some cases, some
or all components may be integrated in a single unit. The
sensor-based drug delivery system may use data from the one
or more sensors to provide necessary input for a control
algorithm/mechanism to adjust the administration of drugs,
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e.g., automatically or semi-automatically. As an example, a
glucose sensor could be used to control and adjust the admin-
istration of insulin from an external or implanted insulin
pump.

Referring again to the Figures, the probability determina-
tion of whether an analyte sensor is in ESA condition in
accordance with one aspect of the present disclosure is
described in further detail. More specifically, FIG. 6 is a
flowchart illustrating analyte sensor ESA condition determi-
nation in accordance with one aspect of the present disclo-
sure. Referring to the Figure, one or more signals related to
the analyte level monitored is received from the analyte sen-
sor (610). A reference measurement value is also received
(620). For example, the reference measurement value may
include the result of a contemporaneously performed blood
glucose test using an in vitro blood glucose meter. With the
analyte data and the time corresponding reference measure-
ment value, the sensor sensitivity is determined, for example,
by determining the ratio of the analyte data and the reference
measurement value (630).

Referring back to FIG. 6, the probability of analyte sensor
ESA condition is determined based on prior sensor data
analysis (640) as discussed in further detail below in conjunc-
tion with FIG. 7, and thereafter, the determination of whether
the analyte sensor is in ESA condition or not based on the
determined probability of sensor signal attenuation is gener-
ated (650). In one aspect, as discussed in further detail below,
the determination of the probability of sensor ESA condition
may be based at least in part on a probability analysis of the
sensor data based on previously collected and/or received
sensor data (whether from the same or different sensor), and/
or based at least in part on the probability of the ESA condi-
tion based on the determined sensor sensitivity in view of the
probability analysis performed on the previously monitored
and/or stored analyte data and associated parameters such as
sensor sensitivity.

Referring now to FIG. 7 which is a flowchart illustrating
probability of sensor signal attenuation determination of F1G.
6, in one aspect, a current sensor data parameter is compared
to prior probability of ESA function (710). For example, with
reference to FIG. 8 which illustrates a graph illustrating prob-
ability of ESA condition based on historical sensor data, and
without any data from the present sensor, it can be seen that
the prior probability of being in the ESA condition peaks at
approximately 0.28 at 4.5 hours, for example, from sensor
insertion or positioning in fluid contact with an analyte. In one
aspect, the probability of ESA condition based on past analyte
data may be stored in a lookup table in one or more data
storage units or memory device in the receiver unit (104/106)
(FIG. 1), or in a computer terminal or a remote device that has
stored therein the prior sensor data information.

Referring back to FIG. 7, itis also determined, based on the
analyte sensor sensitivity determined (FIG. 6), the likelihood
of'the ESA condition based on the determined sensitivity, for
example, by comparing with probability distribution func-
tions (PDFs) which illustrate how likely a sensor with a given
sensitivity value is in ESA, or is not in ESA (720). These
probability distribution functions may be also derived from
historical sensor data, but are used in this analysis only after
there is data from the present sensor. More specifically, by
way of a non-limiting example, FIG. 9 shows the “not in
ESA” sensitivity probability distribution function (PDF) with
apeak value of approximately 2, and the “in ESA” sensitivity
probability distribution function (PDF) peak at a smaller
value of sensitivity, attaining a peak value of approximately
1.75.
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Referring still again to FIG. 7, the prior probability value
(from FIG. 8 or a similar curve), and the likelihood values of
being in ESA and of not being in ESA (from FIG. 9 or similar
curves), are combined using a predefined rule or relationship,
such as based on, for example, Bayes Law (730).

Referring yet still to FIG. 7, with the ESA condition deter-
mination (730), the ESA condition determination value is
reported (740), and may be compared to a predetermined
threshold to conclude or ascertain whether or not the analyte
sensor is in ESA condition. For example, in one aspect, the
predetermined threshold value may be programmed or con-
figured to be a set value to which is compared the output result
of the ESA condition determination value. In the event that
the comparisonyields the ESA condition determination value
exceeding the predetermined threshold value, then the ana-
lyte monitoring system 100 (FIG. 1) may be configured (for
example, by the receiver unit (104/106)) to confirm the pres-
ence of ESA condition for the analyte sensor.

In accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure,
the predetermined threshold value may be varied, based at
least in part, on the prior analysis of the past sensor data stored
and processed, for example, in the receiver unit (104/106).
Alternatively, depending upon the sensor parameters (for
example, nominal sensor code, manufacturing process, sens-
ing chemistry, and the like), there may be associated there-
with a predefined or preset threshold value which may be used
to compare and determine whether ESA condition is present.

In this manner, in accordance with embodiments of the
present disclosure, analyte sensor early signal attenuation
condition may be determined, retrospectively or in real time,
based, at least in part on an analysis of the past sensor data
over a predetermined time period (for example, 30 days or 50
days), and with sensitivity values available for the sensors, a
probability function may be used to determine the presence of
ESA condition, for example.

When ESA condition is not determined and/or the sensor
reaches the equilibration level within the short time period,
then the analyte monitoring system may be configured to
request a reference measurement value (e.g., blood glucose
value) from the user, for example, a fingerstick in vitro test
using a blood glucose meter, to calibrate the sensor signals,
and thereafter, report or display to the user the monitored
analyte levels. Upon successtul calibration, the resulting cali-
brated analyte levels may be displayed to the user, or other-
wise stored or logged in the analyte monitoring system or
device and/or transmitted to a remote device or computing
terminal for further processing.

When the ESA condition is determined based upon, in part,
the probability function described herein, for example, the
analyte monitoring system may be configured to alert the user
to wait a predetermined time period before providing the
reference blood glucose value to provide the sensor to stabi-
lize, or alternatively, the user may be prompted to provide the
reference blood glucose value to confirm the presence of the
ESA condition.

In one aspect, the scheduled calibration of the analyte
sensor may be delayed to provide the sensor additional time
period to reach a desired or acceptable stability level. Among
other conditions, boundaries may be established to provide
the sensor additional time period to reach a predetermined or
acceptable stability level before the received analyte sensor
signals are calibrated, and thus, provided to the user. In this
manner, in one aspect, when it is determined that the trans-
cutaneously positioned sensor has reached an acceptable sta-
bility level resulting in the desired or predetermined equili-
bration level, the analyte monitoring system may display or
otherwise accept, output, log, or process the monitored ana-
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lyte level, substantially in real time, received from the trans-
cutaneously positioned sensor.

In the case where ESA condition or the potential for such
signal attenuation is determined, the analyte monitoring sys-
tem may be configured in one embodiment to perform one or
more routines or functions to verify the sensor related signals
to confirm the ESA condition, to notify the user to refrain
from performing a fingerstick test using a blood glucose
meter to provide a reference blood glucose value for calibra-
tion, among others.

Accordingly, in one aspect, a method includes receiving
one or more analyte sensor data, receiving a reference mea-
surement value associated with an analyte level, determining
a sensitivity parameter based on the received one or more
analyte sensor data and the reference measurement value,
performing a probability analysis based on prior analyte sen-
sor data to determine presence of signal attenuation, and
generating an output value based on the probability analysis.

In one embodiment, performing a probability analysis may
include determining a sensor signal attenuation profile based
on the prior analyte sensor data, where the sensor signal
attenuation profile may include a value determined at least in
part by a sensor calibration schedule.

The prior analyte sensor data may include data associated
with monitored analyte level over a predetermined time
period, including approximately 30 days, 50 days, 100 days,
or any other suitable time periods from which a basis for data
analysis may be performed.

In still another aspect, performing a probability analysis
may include determining the presence or the absence of sig-
nal attenuation based at least in part on the sensitivity param-
eter, where the determination may include retrieving one or
more parameters associated with signal attenuation associ-
ated with the sensitivity parameter.

Another aspect may also include comparing the output
value to a predetermined threshold level.

A further aspect may additionally include determining the
presence of signal attenuation condition for the analyte sensor
based on the comparison, where the predetermined threshold
level may be adjustable or modifiable by the system and/or
the user.

In still another aspect, performing the probability analysis
may include applying a predetermined probability function to
the sensitivity parameter.

Further, calibrating the received one or more analyte sensor
databased at least in part on the determined sensitivity param-
eter may be included, and also, displaying the calibrated one
or more analyte sensor data to a suitable output device such as
a visual display, an auditory output and/or a vibratory or
tactile output device or component.

An apparatus in another aspect of the present disclosure
includes a data communication interface, one or more pro-
cessors operatively coupled to the data communication inter-
face, and a memory for storing instructions which, when
executed by the one or more processors, causes the one or
more processors to receive one or more analyte sensor data,
receive a reference measurement value associated with an
analyte level, determine a sensitivity parameter based on the
received one or more analyte sensor data and the reference
measurement value, perform a probability analysis based on
prior analyte sensor data to determine presence of signal
attenuation, and generate an output value based on the prob-
ability analysis.

The memory for storing instructions which, when executed
by the one or more processors, may cause the one or more
processors to determine a sensor signal attenuation profile
based on the prior analyte sensor data, where the sensor signal
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attenuation profile may include a value determined at least in
part by a sensor calibration schedule.

In another aspect, the memory for storing instructions
which, when executed by the one or more processors, may
cause the one or more processors to determine the presence or
the absence of signal attenuation based at least in part on the
sensitivity parameter, also, where the memory for storing
instructions which, when executed by the one or more pro-
cessors, may cause the one or more processors to retrieve one
or more parameters associated with signal attenuation asso-
ciated with the sensitivity parameter.

In still another aspect, the memory for storing instructions
which, when executed by the one or more processors, may
cause the one or more processors to compare the output value
to a predetermined threshold level.

Further, the memory for storing instructions which, when
executed by the one or more processors, may cause the one or
more processors to determine the presence of signal attenu-
ation condition for the analyte sensor based on the compari-
son, where the predetermined threshold level may be adjust-
able.

In yet still a further aspect, the memory for storing instruc-
tions which, when executed by the one or more processors,
may cause the one or more processors to apply a predeter-
mined probability function to the sensitivity parameter.

Moreover, the memory for storing instructions which,
when executed by the one or more processors, may cause the
one or more processors to calibrate the received one or more
analyte sensor data based at least in part on the determined
sensitivity parameter.

Also, the apparatus may include an output unit operatively
coupled to the one or more processors, where the memory for
storing instructions which, when executed by the one or more
processors, may cause the one or more processors to output
the calibrated one or more analyte sensor data.

In yet a further aspect of the present disclosure, there is
provided one or more storage devices having processor read-
able code embodied thereon, said processor readable code for
programming one or more processors to determine signal
attenuation condition including receiving one or more analyte
sensor data, receiving a reference measurement value associ-
ated with an analyte level, determining a sensitivity parameter
based on the received one or more analyte sensor data and the
reference measurement value, performing a probability
analysis based on prior analyte sensor data to determine pres-
ence of signal attenuation, and generating an output value
based on the probability analysis.

The various processes described above including the pro-
cesses performed by the data processing unit 102, receiver
unit 104/106 or the data processing terminal/infusion section
105 (FIG. 1) in the software application execution environ-
ment in the analyte monitoring system 100 including the
processes and routines described in conjunction with FIGS.
6-7, may be embodied as computer programs developed
using an object oriented language that allows the modeling of
complex systems with modular objects to create abstractions
that are representative of real world, physical objects and their
interrelationships. The software required to carry out the
inventive process, which may be stored in the memory or
storage device (not shown) of the data processing unit 102,
receiver unit 104/106 or the data processing terminal/infusion
section 105, may be developed by a person of ordinary skill in
the art and may include one or more computer program prod-
ucts.

Various other modifications and alterations in the structure
and method of operation of this disclosure will be apparent to
those skilled in the art without departing from the scope and
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spirit of the embodiments of the present disclosure. Although
the present disclosure has been described in connection with
particular embodiments, it should be understood that the
present disclosure as claimed should not be unduly limited to
such particular embodiments. It is intended that the following
claims define the scope of the present disclosure and that
structures and methods within the scope of these claims and
their equivalents be covered thereby.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

determining one or more sensitivity values based on one or

more retrieved stored analyte sensor data, one or more
received analyte sensor data and one or more reference
measurement values;

determining a sensitivity parameter of an analyte sensor

based on the determined one or more sensitivity values;
and

performing a probability analysis of the determined sensi-

tivity parameter to determine a presence of a signal
attenuation condition of the analyte sensor.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein performing the prob-
ability analysis includes determining a sensor signal attenu-
ation profile based on the determined one or more sensitivity
values.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the retrieved stored
analyte sensor data includes data associated with a monitored
analyte level over a predetermined time period.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein performing the prob-
ability analysis includes determining the presence or an
absence of the signal attenuation condition based at least in
part on the determined sensitivity parameter.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein determining the pres-
ence or the absence of the signal attenuation condition
includes retrieving one or more parameters associated with
signal attenuation associated with the determined sensitivity
parameter.

6. The method of claim 1, further including generating an
output value based on the probability analysis and comparing
the output value to a predetermined threshold level.

7. The method of claim 6, further including determining the
presence of the signal attenuation condition of the analyte
sensor based on the comparison.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the predetermined
threshold level is adjustable.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein performing the prob-
ability analysis further includes applying a probability distri-
bution function to the determined sensitivity parameter.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more refer-
ence measurement values include analyte data associated
with a second analyte sensor.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more refer-
ence measurement values are received from a second analyte
Sensor.

12. An apparatus, comprising:

an analyte sensor;

a data communication interface;
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one or more processors operatively coupled to the data
communication interface and in signal communication
with the analyte sensor; and

amemory for storing instructions which, when executed by

the one or more processors, causes the one or more
processors to determine one or more sensitivity values
based on one or more retrieved stored analyte sensor
data, one or more received analyte sensor data and one or
more reference measurement values, determine a sensi-
tivity parameter of the analyte sensor based on the deter-
mined one or more sensitivity values, and perform a
probability analysis of the determined sensitivity param-
eter to determine a presence of a signal attenuation con-
dition of the analyte sensor.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the memory for
storing instructions which, when executed by the one or more
processors, further causes the one or more processors to
determine a sensor signal attenuation profile based on the
determined one or more sensitivity values to perform the
probability analysis.

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the one or more
retrieved stored analyte sensor data includes data associated
with a monitored analyte level over a predetermined time
period.

15. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the memory for
storing instructions which, when executed by the one or more
processors, further causes the one or more processors to
determine the presence or an absence of the signal attenuation
condition based at least in part on the determined sensitivity
parameter to perform the probability analysis.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the memory for
storing instructions which, when executed by the one or more
processors, further causes the one or more processors to
retrieve one or more parameters associated with signal attenu-
ation associated with the determined sensitivity parameter to
determine the presence or the absence of the signal attenua-
tion condition.

17. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the memory for
storing instructions which, when executed by the one or more
processors, further causes the one or more processors to gen-
erate an output value based on the probability analysis and
compare the output value to a predetermined threshold level.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the memory for
storing instructions which, when executed by the one or more
processors, further causes the one or more processors to
determine the presence of the signal attenuation condition of
the analyte sensor based on the comparison.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the predetermined
threshold level is adjustable.

20. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the memory for
storing instructions which, when executed by the one or more
processors, further causes the one or more processors to apply
a probability distribution function to the determined sensitiv-
ity parameter to perform the probability analysis.
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